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Organized Around Your Business

Husch Blackwell’s IP practice  will take a holistic approach to your IP 
assets – we consider your portfolio of patents, trademarks, licenses 

and trade secrets, as well as market realities and competition, to work 
with you to discern and execute your IP strategy. 

Our Mission

Husch Blackwell will provide patent support using our technical 
capabilities experience in numerous engineering fields to help you 

accomplish your business and technology objectives.

Our Vision

To deliver the highest level of legal services, customized to fit our clients’ specific needs, Husch Blackwell is structured by industry 
rather than by practice. After all, our clients aren’t organized by practice; they’re organized around markets and industries.



Xela Innovations, LLC
Through a comprehensive mix of innovation, industrial design, manufacturing and marketing expertise, Xela directs 
products through each stage of the development process. From concept to consumer, Xela delivers expert direction –
and the product development expertise required to realize the potential of an innovation. Here’s how we do it:

Business Plan and 
Product Feasibility

Tooling and Manufacturing 
Consulting/Management

Marketing Consulting and Management

Process 1:

Process 2:

Process 3:



IP Legal Overview



IP Legal Overview
• Formal/registered IP rights – (e.g., with the USPTO)

• What are some benefits to filing a patent application and obtaining an 
issued patent?

• What are some options for reducing or delaying costs to pursue 
registered IP rights?

• Other forms of IP protection (trademark, copyright, trade secret) 
do not require formal registration to obtain protection
• What are some benefits to formally applying for/obtaining trademark and 

copyright registrations?
• What are some benefits to documenting trade secret policies?



IP Legal Overview
• International IP Considerations

• Patent Cooperation Treaty or PCT
• Madrid Protocol

• IP Laws May Change Over Time
• In 2013, the United States switched from a “first-to-

invent” system to a “first-inventor-to-file” system. 
• How did this change influence patent filing strategies 

and types of protection sought?



An Innovation Identification, Protection and 
Commercialization Case Study: 

Xela Innovations 



Innovation Case Study Discussion

• Why should start-ups consider IP an important part of growing their 
business?

• How can start-ups budget for IP or otherwise limit IP costs while still 
obtaining the benefits of patent, trademark and copyright registrations?

• Why is it important for start-ups to identify trade secrets early on?

• An IP portfolio includes patents, trademarks (and associated goodwill), 
copyrights, and trade secrets (and other confidential and proprietary 
information and know-how).  What makes a strong IP portfolio?

• What are some benefits to building a strong IP portfolio and creating a 
plan to obtain a strong IP portfolio early on?



Husch Blackwell’s Startups Team
Our team draws on the experience and knowledge of over 700 attorneys firm 
wide to advise emerging businesses in the following key areas:
 Business structure and exit strategies
 Employment
 Financing
 Government regulation
 Intellectual property
 Mediation, dispute resolution and litigation
 Real estate
 Tax

To download a copy of this presentation, please visit:
www.huschblackwell.com/StartupMKE


